REPORT OF THE NORTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

JOINT PLANNING UNIT

CONSULTATION ON PLANNING DOCUMENTS

The North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Committee is consulting on a range of planning documents until Friday 11th October

The Joint Core Strategy (JCS) is the strategic plan for Corby, East Northamptonshire, Kettering and Wellingborough. It is being reviewed for the period to 2031. Consultation on emerging policies was carried out in 2012 and the plan will be finalised for further consultation and examination by an independent Inspector in 2014, after the Secretary of State has made his decision on the proposed retail and leisure development at Rushden Lakes. In the meantime, the Joint Committee is consulting on the following matters:

1. Strategic Housing and Employment Sites  - this consultation document sets out development principles for strategic sites where these have not already been established through planning applications or site specific plans. It is supported by an updated Background Paper on Strategic Sites, explaining how potential sites have been assessed, including the consideration of new sites and information put forward in response to the emerging JCS consultation in August 2012. The JCS will establish the principle of development rather than the detail, which needs to be worked out in site specific plans and/or through a planning application. The additional strategic sites for which development principles are proposed within Kettering Borough are employment sites at Junctions 10 of the A14 and land to the north of the town (see Appendix 1). In addition, the potential for a strategic employment site on land at Junction 9 of the A14 is identified, subject to further technical work by the promoter (see Appendix 2).

2. Urban Structure Study – this looks at how the framework of streets and open spaces in the towns affects the way that people can move around to access local facilities and the countryside. It sets out design principles based on improving connectivity, which will need to be considered alongside other planning considerations on a site by site basis. As such, it provides an evidence base for policies and proposals in the JCS and site specific plans and will help in the consideration of individual development proposals.  The findings in relation to the towns in Kettering Borough will be presented for discussion at the relevant Area Forum.

As well as consulting on the above issues to progress the review of the JCS, the JPU is consulting on: 

3. An Interim Housing Policy Statement, which introduces up-to-date information on housing requirements (based on latest Government household projections) and the sites (identified by the Councils) that will contribute to a supply of housing over the next five years. This is an attempt to address the problems arising from having to demonstrate a 5 year supply of deliverable housing land against requirements in the current Core Strategy (adopted in 2008), which are out of date and not based on the objectively assessed needs of the area. The Interim Statement can’t replace the adopted Core Strategy but should be a material consideration in considering how much housing land is required to meet objectively assessed housing requirements in line with the National Planning Policy Framework. 

Finally, to complete the package of consultation documents, views are being sought on:

4. A revised Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) setting out how the Joint Committee and partner planning authorities will seek to engage people in plan-making and in considering specific development proposals. This is a document that all planning authorities are required to produce and the current SCI, dating from 2006, is out of date given recent changes to the planning system.
The consultation documents referred to above are available on-line at http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/consultations/detail.asp?id=13 and for inspection at libraries and council offices throughout North Northamptonshire. The consultation runs until 5 p.m. on Friday the 11th October. The views of the Area Forums will be taken into account in finalising Kettering Borough Council’s input to the consultation through the Planning Policy Committee.

Specific consultation questions are set out in each of the documents. A member of the Joint Planning Unit will attend the Forum to assist in the consideration of the most relevant issues.

The JPU can be contacted by telephone 01832 742355 or by e-mail info@nnjpu.org.uk
