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2.
INFORMATION
Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Need

2.1 Members will be aware of the need for the Council to identify suitable sites for Gypsy and Traveller accommodation to meet need set out in the North Northamptonshire Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment (GTAA) which was updated in November 2011. This update identified the following need for Gypsy and Traveller accommodation:
	
	2012-2017
	2017-2022

	Residential pitches
	10*
	10

	Transit pitches
	1
	0

	Travelling Showpeople Plots
	0
	0

	* 7 of these pitches will be provided on the site planned at The Pastures


2.2 Since the publication of the 2011 GTAA, full planning permission has been granted at Old Northampton Road, Broughton for 3 pitches (planning permission KET/2011/0363).  Two of these pitches were not included in the 2011 GTAA, thus will contribute to the Authority’s provision of pitches within the Borough and reduce the identified need to 1 additional pitch up to 2017.
2.3 The delivery of the seven pitches planned at The Pastures is progressing. The Council entered into a legal agreement with Fred and Tina Smith and Rockingham Castle Estates on 8th February which will enable seven new pitches for Gypsies and Travellers to be developed near to the existing site at The Pastures.   The design team are undertaking pre-contract work which includes preparation of tender documentation and making a planning application for the larger amenity buildings. A planning application has now been submitted. Tenders will be invited in June and a contract for the construction works will be awarded in mid-July. It is anticipated that the site will be available for occupation in the autumn. Development of the 7 pitches at The Pastures will also allow the development of an additional pitch at Stoke Albany Road, Desborough so in total 8 pitches will be created through the development of this site.
2.4 In addition to these pitches, a further parcel of land at Stoke Albany Road, Desborough has planning permission for 10 pitches under planning permission KET/2009/0155 (Change of use from paddocks to traveller site.  Erection of community building, utility facilities and vehicular access).  The conditions for this development have been discharged but building out of the site is currently not being progressed. Given the lack of clarity over deliverability this planning permission was not taken into account in the 2011 GTAA update. 
2.5 The Gypsy and Traveller Needs Assessment (2011) included 5 pitches with temporary planning permission in the supply of existing residential pitches. Therefore if these sites are not among those progressed as allocations, the number of pitches required for the period 2012 – 2017 will increase by 5 to meet this existing need. As these 5 temporary planning permissions will expire this year, so an additional 5 could be required early in the plan period. The sites with temporary planning permissions included in the pitch provision of the GTAA update were:
	Temporary Planning Permissions

	Pitches

	Springfields, Harborough Road, Braybrooke
	I

	Black Paddock, Park Lane, Braybrooke
	3

	Woodcroft (land adj), Stoke Albany Road, Desborough
	I


2.6 Since preparation of the GTAA, additional temporary planning permissions have been granted at Greenfields, Braybrooke Road, Braybrooke. At the time of the GTAA there were 5 unauthorised pitches on this site which were reflected in the assessment. There are now 10 pitches with temporary planning permission on this site. Therefore, for the need identified in the GTAA to be delivered in a way which meets the existing provision on Greenflelds, the pitch requirement for the period to 2022 will also need to be delivered early in the plan period.
2.7 The Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment identified need up to 2022. These figures will be included in the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy review as the targets for gypsy and traveller accommodation. These figures were included in draft policy 31 of the 'North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy 2011-2031 - Emerging Draft for Consultation August 2012'.
2.8 The (Kettering Borough) Site Specific Proposals LDD will allocate Gypsy and Traveller sites to meet Gypsy and Traveller accommodation need. This document will cover the period to 2031. It is therefore appropriate to consider whether the LDD should seek to identify land to meet needs for Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation in the entire plan period. Table 6.10 in the Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment (2011) identifies need for an average of 1.3 pitches per year. To provide an estimate of the number of pitches required for the remaining plan period this figure has been used to calculate the requirement for the remainder of the plan period from 2022 to 2031. Based on this average provision there will be an estimated need for 11.7 pitches in the period 2022 to 2031. 
2.9 The advantage of identifying sites for the entire plan period is that it provides greater certainty on which sites are considered suitable for development and will enable a five year supply of sites to be maintained. The disadvantage of this approach is that the figures are based on estimated rather than identified need.
	Overall pitch requirement and provision already identified

	2012 – 2017
	10 pitches + 5 temporary planning permissions

	2017 – 2022
	10 pitches

	Total 2012 – 2022
	25 pitches

	2022 – 2031
	12 pitches (estimated)

	Total 2012 – 2031
	37 pitches

	Provision already identified
	· 7 pitches at The Pastures
· 1 pitch at Stoke Albany Road, Desborough

· 2 pitches delivered at Northampton Road, Broughton

	Estimated total remaining provision 2012 – 2031
	27 pitches
(of which 15 would be required in the period  2012-22)


2.10 The consultation document includes two options which set out the approaches the Site Specific Proposals LDD could take in terms of the number of pitches to be identified.

Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Site Assessment

2.11 Members will recall that on 11 July 2012 a methodology for identifying and assessing potential sites for Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation was agreed. This methodology has now been applied and the findings are detailed in the ‘Gypsy and Traveller Site Search and Assessment Background Paper’ attached at appendix 1.
2.12 The search for sites included:
· An assessment of publicly owned land

· An assessment of privately owned land for sale
· An assessment of brownfield land

2.13 In addition to those sites identified through the search process, the site assessment also included existing locations with temporary planning permission and unauthorised sites.
2.14 An initial sieve has been carried out to assess whether sites are suitable for more detailed assessment. This initial sieve took into account current land use, flood zone and impact on international or national wildlife sites. This narrowed the list of sites down to 38 which were suitable for more detailed assessment.
2.15 The 38 sites were assessed using the detailed assessment criteria set out in the ‘Gypsy and Traveller Site Search and Assessment Background Paper’. A summary of the assessment for each site is contained in the Background Paper. 
2.16 Following the detailed assessments the sites were categorised in terms of their suitability and availability for development. The following table shows the number of sites in each of the categories and the maximum number of pitches that could be accommodated on these sites. 
	
	Total number of potential sites for allocation
	Sites with constraints
	Not suitable for development

	Number of sites
	8
	10
	20

	Maximum number of pitches
	36
	68
	n/a


2.17 The number of sites shown as potential sites and sites with constraints significantly exceeds the number of pitches required to meet needs in the Borough. The LDD would not therefore allocate all of these sites.  The purpose of this consultation is to allow people to comment on the full list of sites identified. The responses made to the consultation will be reported to Planning Policy Committee prior to preparation of the Pre-submission plan.
2.18 A Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Options Paper has been prepared based on the findings of the detailed assessment of sites. A copy of the Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Options Paper is attached at appendix 2. 
3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT

3.1
The Gypsy and Traveller accommodation consultation is scheduled to take place in June/ July 2013. It is proposed the consultation will run for six weeks and will include:

· Letter/ e-mail to consultees

· General press release informing of consultation 

· Information on the Council’s website

· Leaflets to be displayed in libraries, in the mobile library and at the Council offices

· Events in each of the towns. The events will address the wider area and rural parishes will be invited to attend any of these events. In the past, events have been successful where Members have attended and spoken directly to interested parties. It is recommended that Members attend future events.

· Leaflets delivered to existing Gypsy and Traveller sites
4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS

The Site Specific Proposals LDD, when adopted, will form part of the North Northamptonshire Local Development Framework.
5.
USE OF RESOURCES

The consultation proposals contained in this report will be met within the existing Development Services Policy & Infrastructure budget.
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1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To present Members with the findings of the Gypsy and Traveller site search and assessment background paper, and to agree the Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Options Paper and consultation proposals.





6.	RECOMMENDATION





It is recommended that Members agree the Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Options Paper and consultation proposals set out in section 3 of this report.





That final editing of the Options Paper be delegated to the Head of Development Services in consultation with the Chair of the Planning Policy Committee.




















