	B O R O U G H   O F  K E T T E R I N G



	Committee
	LICENSING


	Item 


	Page 1 of 4

	Report 

Originator
	Russ Howell
	Fwd Plan Ref No:



	Wards Affected
	William Knibb
	

	Title
	To consider an application by Northamptonshire Police for summary review of the Premises Licence for Bar Q Bano, Ebenezer Place, Kettering under Section 53A of the Licensing Act 2003.


	B O R O U G H   O F  K E T T E R I N G



	Committee
	Licensing Committee
	Item 

1
	Page 2 of 3






2. INFORMATION

2.1 An Application for Summary Review of the Premises Licence for Bar Q Bano, Ebenezer Place, Kettering has been received from Northamptonshire Police. A copy of the certificate and application required under the legislation are attached at Annex    .
2.2 The application is submitted under the amendments to the Licensing Act 2003 by the Violent Crime Reduction Act 2006. This power provides an expedited review process in certain circumstances.

2.3 There must be evidence of serious crime or serious violence or both. The crime must be sufficiently serious to carry a sentence of imprisonment for 3 years or more for an individual over 18 with no previous convictions. The certificate and application describe this evidence.
2.4 The amended legislation gives powers to the Licensing Authority to take interim steps following application prior to a full review hearing being held.

2.5 On 18 March 2013 the Licensing Committee considered what interim steps needed to be put into place prior to the review hearing being held.  The Committee’s decision was that it was convinced that the evidence the police had brought before it was sufficient to show that serious crime may well have taken place at the premises, Bar Q Bano. The Committee believe that interim steps should be taken pending a full review within the next 28 days.  These steps were to suspend the premises licence.
2.6 A full review hearing must be held within 28 days from the day the review application is received.

2.7 The Act requires that a 10 working day consultation period is held. During this period Northamptonshire Police submitted further information relating to the grounds for this application. This information was submitted on an application to review form. (Appendix   ). To avoid any confusion the committee is advised that this is unnecessary in this case as an application for summary review has already been received as indicated at paragraph 2.1. 
2.8 The result of the Police operation relating to these premises is that the manager of the premises, who held no formal position with regard to the Licensing Act 2003, is subject to a criminal investigation and is currently on delay charged bail for a number of offences. The case is still ongoing and subject to sub-judice. 
2.9 Therefore Northamptonshire Police make application to the committee that the details of this investigation are heard ex-parte and in private in accordance with regulation 14 (2) & (3) of the Licensing Act 2003 (Hearings) Regulations 2005. 
2.10 It is in the Public interest that the members of the sub-committee are made aware of the nature of the Police investigation without jeopardising any criminal prosecution.
2.11 The details of the investigation can be found in the private and confidential papers at Appendix    .
2.12 The Act permits the Committee to take the following steps:
the modification of the conditions of the premises licence; 

the exclusion of a licensable activity from the scope of the licence; 

the removal of the designated premises supervisor from the licence; 

the suspension of the licence for a period not exceeding 3 months; and 

the revocation of the licence. 

2.13 Northamptonshire Police are requesting that the licensing committee consider revocation of the licence.  
3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
3.1 
The review has been advertised and a consultation held in accordance with the requirements of the Licensing Act 2003 as amended.
4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS

4.1 
The Committee should have regard to the Authority’s Statement of Licensing Policy.
5. FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

5.1 None
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6.	RECOMMENDATION





The Committee’s decision is requested









