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2. 
INTRODUCTION
2.1 
As with the Licensing Act 2003, the Gambling Act 2005 requires local authorities as licensing authorities to adopt a statement of licensing policy which must be reviewed every three years.

2.2 Also similar to the Licensing Act 2003, the Gambling Act 2005 has its own objectives: 

(a) preventing gambling from being a source of crime or disorder, being associated with crime or disorder or being used to support crime;

(b) ensuring that gambling is conducted in a fair and open way; and 

(c) protecting children and other vulnerable persons from being harmed or exploited by gambling.

2.3 The Policy provides a statement of the principles that the Authority proposes to apply in exercising its functions under the Act and to meet the above objectives.

3.   
INFORMATION
3.1 The Gambling Act 2005 passed the responsibility for the licensing of gambling premises to local authorities.
3.2 Section 349 of The Gambling Act 2005 requires all licensing authorities to prepare and publish a statement of policy that they propose to apply in exercising their functions under the Act. The statutory period for the gambling policy is three years. 
3.3 The last policy was approved by full Council on 17 December 2009 and came into effect on 31 January 2010. A new policy must be prepared and published with a view to it coming into effect on 31 January 2013.

3.4 In Northamptonshire the policy is prepared jointly by all local authorities in the county to provide a level of consistency to national operators with premises in the various Districts and Boroughs. The current Statement of Policy has been found to work well and Licensing Committee is satisfied with the operation of the Policy.
3.5  It was reviewed in accordance with guidance from the Local Government Association and members of the National Licensing Policy Forum.

3.6
In the course of preparing the policy the Council is obliged to consult with 

· 
The Chief Officer of Police

· 
One or more persons who appear to the authority to represent the interests of persons carrying on gambling business in the authority’s area

· 
One or more persons who appear to the authority to represent the interests of persons who are likely to be affected by the exercise of the authority’s functions under the Gambling Act 2005

3.7
A wide scale consultation exercise took place between 24 September and 4 November 2012. 

3.8
The new policy can be found in Appendix A to this report.

3.9
The list of consultees is provided in Annex 3 of the new policy.

3.10
One response was received during the consultation period (Appendix B). Following advice from the Gambling Commission it has been confirmed that the response is not relevant and the policy statement has therefore not been amended to take account of those comments.

3.11
The new policy differs very little from the existing policy and there are no significant changes to the guidance, other than minor updates.


These changes will not have any impact on the licensing of premises in the Borough other than providing greater clarity in the policy. The Licensing Committee remain positive about the Policy and rest content with regard to its effectiveness.
4.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
4.1 
The consultation process was carried out in accordance with Section 349 of the Gambling Act 2005 and associated Gambling Commission guidance.

4.2 
By definition the purpose of the policy is to assist the licensing authority to exercise its function so as to meet the licensing objectives. A key objective is to protect children and vulnerable adults.

5.
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

5.1 
There are no financial or resource implications
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PURPOSE OF REPORT





to consider the Council’s Statement of Policy in relation to the Gambling Act 2005  


to recommend that Council approve the policy and any interim amendments 


	





6.	RECOMMENDATION





The Head of Environmental Health recommends that the Statement of Licensing Policy be adopted by the Council to take effect from 31 January 2013.





The Head of Environmental Health also recommends that any changes to the document required within the next three year period resulting only from legislative or guidance changes be approved by the Licensing Committee rather than by the Council.









