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2. BACKGROUND
2.1
At its meeting of 7th November 2012, the Executive Committee considered a report entitled ‘Town and Parish Council Funding – Consultation Responses’. Having considered the report (including listening to the views of a number of speakers who attended the meeting) the Committee resolved the following;
(i)
the comments that had been submitted as part of the consultation process be noted;

(ii)

Town and Parish Councils be given notice that the current system of providing revenue grants to individual Town and Parish Councils would cease, with 2013/14 being the last year that any payments would be made.
2.2 An extract from the draft Executive minutes is re-produced at Appendix A.
2.3 Following the decision, a call-in request was received from Councillors Corazzo, West and Talbot. The request was deemed to be in accordance with the requirements of the Council Constitution (Part 4, Rules of Procedure, Scrutiny Procedure Rules, paragraph 16) which states that;
Call in should only be used in exceptional circumstances. These are when members of the appropriate scrutiny committee have evidence which suggests that the executive did not take the decision in accordance with the principles set out in Article 13 (decision making).
2.4 The call-in claims that the decision that the Executive Committee made was not in accordance with a specific element of Article 13 of the Council Constitution, namely Article 13.02(c); 

due consideration with local people and groups that the Council considered will be particularly affected by the decision, including the councillors for the wards(s) affected
2.5 The call in request that was submitted is reproduced in full at Appendix B.
2.6 For member’s background information, the report that the Executive Committee considered at its meeting of 7th November is available at the following link;
http://www.kettering.gov.uk/meetings/meeting/1074/executive_committee
2.7 Having consulted the chair of the committee and the members who submitted the call in request, it was agreed that the call in would be considered at the next scheduled meeting of this committee, on 5th December. 

3.      THE PROCESS
3.1
Given that this will be the first time that this committee has considered a call in request, it is useful to remind members of the committee what the role of the committee is (in relation to this call in request) and what outcomes are available to it.

3.2
The consideration of a call-in by this committee is purely a procedural item of business and should be conducted accordingly.

3.2
It is important for members to recognise that they are considering the specific call in (as outlined in section 2.4 and Appendix B). Members of this committee are not re-running the debate about the wider issue of Town and Parish Council Funding at this meeting.
3.3
When considering the call in, the chair of the committee may think it beneficial to invite a representative(s) from the Executive Committee (who took part in the decision making) to the meeting.
3.4
Once the specific call in reason has been discussed / debated, there are two alternative courses of action available to the committee;

a. If, having considered the decision, the committee is still concerned about it, then it may refer it back to the Executive, setting out in writing the nature of its concerns, or
b. If the committee decides not to refer the matter back to the Executive, the Executive’s original decision shall take effect immediately.
3.5
It is important to note that the decision that this committee is taking is whether or not it is of the opinion that the Executive complied with article 13.02(c) when coming to its decision.
3.6
It is possible that whilst the committee may come to the conclusion that it is satisfied that the Executive have complied with the requirements of article 13.02(c) – ie, the process has been undertaken in accordance with the requirements of the constitution, it still wishes for the decision to be referred back to the Executive. If this is the case then the reasons will need to be made clear to the Executive Committee.

3.7
If the committee decide to refer the matter back to the Executive, it is the Executive Committee that will then reconsider the matter. It will be at that subsequent meeting that members of the public / representatives from Town and Parish Councils will be able to address the Executive Committee on any wider issues in relation to the subject of town and parish council funding.
3.8
Appendix C outlines the order that the chair of the committee will follow when considering the call in at this committee meeting.

4.      RECOMMENDATION
4.1 That the committee considers the call in (in relation to article 13.02(c) of the constitution) and choose one of the options outlined in section 3.4.
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