Item 7 Appendix 1h


	Section Title

8 Tourism and Leisure



	Number of responses

16



	Summary of main points

Statutory consultees:

English Heritage:

Question 30- There would be merit in including a local policy to provide clarity and address local issues, including how development based on cultural/ heritage assets should be addressed. 

Ashley Parish Council:

A locally specific Leisure and Tourism policy is required.  It should include the Welland Valley Cycle Path, agriculture and food production.

Broughton Parish Council:

Agrees a local policy is required.

Desborough Civic Society:

Historic Town Centres, Heritage Centres and Museums should all be supported by a local Tourism and Leisure policy.

Other consultees:

· A policy should be included which sets out locally specific criteria to be applied to applications for tourism and leisure development. (4)

· A policy is not required as there is sufficient guidance (CSS or national policy) with regards to Tourism and Leisure. (3)

· Rural opportunities such as the Welland Valley Cycle Path should be included. (1)

· Conflicting policies within the CSS and SSP LDD should be avoided. (1) 



	Implications of National Planning Policy Framework

The NPPF supports sustainable tourism and leisure developments that benefit businesses in rural areas, communities and visitors, and which respect the character of the countryside. This should include supporting the provision and expansion of tourist and visitor facilities in appropriate locations where identified needs are not met by existing facilities. 
Joint Core Strategy

The Joint Core Strategy has not specific Tourism and Leisure policy.  Policy 25 makes reference to tourism rural areas.



	Summary of officer comments

Consideration will be given to rural opportunities for tourism and leisure development within the next iteration of this plan or may alternatively be covered in greater detail at the North Northamptonshire level through preparation of the Joint Core Strategy. Any policy relating to tourism and leisure must ensure that such development is appropriately located within Kettering Borough.  Further links to tourism and leisure in the Green Infrastructure sections of the Joint Core Strategy are required and this will form part of the Borough Council’s response to this consultation.



	Next steps

· Liaise with the JPU with regards to tourism and leisure policy.

· Further work is required on this section of the Plan to ensure that tourism and leisure in the Borough is adequately planned.
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