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2.
INFORMATION
2.1 Members are aware that the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit is undertaking a full review of the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy.  The Joint Core Strategy will be the strategic Plan for East Northamptonshire, Corby, Kettering and Wellingborough.  
2.2 Members are reminded that at the meeting of this Committee on 16th August 2011, an update on progress being made with the review was provided.  Members discussed a summary of the key issues at that time and agreed a position for Borough Council officers and Joint Planning Committee Members in future discussions.  The issues included:
· Anticipated levels of deliverable growth

· Cross-boundary development
· Retail hierarchy and Kettering town centre

· Deenethorpe Airfield new village

2.3 More recently, Members will recall the submission of a planning application to East Northamptonshire Council by LXB for a major out-of-town retail proposal at Rushden (named Rushden Lakes).  This application has added to the issues outlined above.
2.4 The current Core Spatial Strategy was adopted in June 2008, and covers the period 2001-2021.  The review will extend the period of the Plan to cover the period 2011-2031.  Work on the review started in 2009, a consultation on Issues took place in February/ March 2011.  Since this time, a lot of technical background work has been undertaken to provide the evidence basis on which to prepare a series of planning policies for the area.  There remains technical work still to be prepared, and consultation still to be carried out, before the Plan is ready for Pre-Submission Consultation, programmed for January/ February 2013.
2.5 The consultation period for the Emerging Draft for Consultation August 2012 runs for 10 weeks from 6th August to 15th October.
2.6 This version of the Plan does not tackle the issue of Town Centres and retailing, this will be developed beyond a decision on the planning application for a major out-of-town retail proposal at Rushden Lakes.  The main changes being promoted through the review of the Joint Core Strategy are:
· a more locally distinctive vision

· increased protection for North Northamptonshire’s cultural and environmental assets

· stronger recognition of the importance of the natural environment

· greater emphasis on urban design principles and how places could change for the better

· reduced housing targets that take account of local needs and aspirations and are more realistic

· a more positive and flexible approach to economic development 

· an enhanced role for Rushden, identifying it as a Growth Town

· identification of strategic sites to help deliver new homes, jobs and infrastructure

· providing a framework for locally-driven plans in the rural areas

The above provides a flavour of the new approach being taken in the review, the emerging draft policies are provided within the body of the consultation document.

2.7 Given the Government’s promotion for a “bottom up” approach to policy development, and the recent extensive consultation undertaken in preparing the Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document, it is thought good practice to consider the Council’s response to the Joint Core Strategy in light of the results of the consultation on the Site Specific Proposals LDD.  The Joint Planning Unit has agreed to accept the Borough Council’s comments on the Emerging Joint Core Strategy following the meeting of this Committee on 23rd October 2012.  The Emerging Draft for Consultation August 2012 can be found by following the link http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/consultations/detail.asp?id=11   A copy of the document has been provided separately to Members of the Committee.
2.8 Officers will be providing summaries of the responses to the Site Specific Proposals LDD in two parts with a report providing the Council’s response to the Emerging Joint Core Strategy to follow, as below:
	Consultation Document


	Committee Date

	Site Specific Proposals LDD – Introduction; Spatial Portrait, Vision and Outcomes; Location of Development; Housing; Employment; Town Centres, Retail and Community Facilities; Natural Environment and Heritage; Tourism  and Leisure

	4th September 2012

	Site Specific Proposals LDD – Settlement Specific

	13th September 2012

	Emerging Joint Core Strategy August 2012

	23rd October 2012


3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
3.1
Kettering Borough Council is a partner authority on the Joint Planning Committee and contributes resources to the Joint Planning Unit.  Whilst being a partner in developing the Joint Core Strategy, as with other partners, it is also a consultee to the Emerging Draft for Consultation August 2012.
4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS
4.1 The Joint Core Strategy will form a part of the North Northamptonshire Local Development Framework, its policies influencing development throughout Kettering Borough and setting the frame within which further local planning policies will need to conform. 
5.
USE OF RESOURCES
5.1
There are no direct costs as a result of this report.

Background Papers:



Title of Document:
North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy 2011-2031 Emerging Draft for Consultation August 2012
Date:
August 2012


Contact Officer: Simon Richardson – Development Manager
1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To inform Members of the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy – Emerging Draft for Consultation August 2012.





6.	RECOMMENDATION





	It is recommended that Members note the contents of this report.








