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2.
Background
2.1
Kettering Borough Shopfront Design Guidance Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) (appendix "B") seeks to provide design guidance to applicants, architects and planning officers when applying for and determining planning applications for retail premises. The guidance includes basic principles of shopfront design and indentifies the commercial character of Kettering Town Centre and the A6 Towns of Rothwell, Desborough and Burton Latimer. It also provides guidance on modern shopfronts, canopies, security methods and access for people with disabilities.
2.2
The new Supplementary Planning Document is being produced to complement the emerging Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan and the Kettering Town Centre Urban Codes Supplementary Planning Document. The Kettering Borough Shopfront Design Guidance SPD has also been produced in order to offer additional guidance not contained within the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy or the Conservation Area appraisals for Kettering, Rothwell, Desborough and Burton Latimer.
2.3
At present all applications for retail premises within the Borough are determined in accordance with saved policies 33 (Advertisement, Signs and Shopfronts) and K9 (Shopfront Design) of the 1995 Local Plan for Kettering Borough and design guidance is offered by Section 58 of SPG5, which is linked to saved policies 33 and K9 of the 1995 Local Plan. These policies and design guidance, whilst still acting as a material planning consideration and offering helpful guidance, need to be updated. The thrust of the policies will still remain as part of the document.
3.
Summary of SPD CONTENT
3.1 The SPD introduces the existing and emerging policies which need to be considered when applying for, designing or determining a planning application for an alteration to an existing shopfront or proposal for a brand new shopfront. 
3.2 Each of the four larger towns within the Borough has a small summary section of their own unique commercial character; Kettering, Rothwell, Desborough and Burton Latimer are all described. Smaller towns and villages within the Borough do have their own distinct character which must be considered when determining applications for shopfronts, but applications for shopfronts in the smaller towns and villages are less frequent and it is considered better to consult existing Conservation Area Appraisals rather than provide guidance within this concise document.

3.3 The principles of good shopfront design are discussed and sketches and photographs of appropriate shopfronts within the Borough are included within the document. They tackle design criteria such as illumination, security, shutters, access, canopies, materials, modern design, signage and fascias.

3.4 The purpose of the guidance is to encourage proposals that make a positive contribution to the Borough’s commercial areas without being prescriptive.  Innovative design and modern materials may be acceptable where this is achieved.  
4.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
4.1 No public consultation has yet been undertaken in preparing the SPD. This report seeks Members’ agreement to consult on the document for a period of six weeks, before reporting back with the result of the consultation, with a final draft ready for adoption. The majority of the document has been produced internally, making use of existing adopted guidance and best practice for design produced by CABE and English Heritage.
4.2 The six week consultation period will run from 20th September 2010 until 31st October 2010. The document will be posted on the Council’s Consultation Portal at http://consult.kettering.gov.uk/portal/ for comments and feedback. People will also be able to comment in writing should they prefer. The consultation period will be advertised on Kettering Borough Council’s website, by Press Release and the distribution of leaflets to all retailers in the four major town centre areas.
5.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS
5.1
The SPD will form part of the North Northamptonshire Local Development Framework.  The results of the consultation will be reported to a future meeting of this Committee and the final document will be reported to Full Council for adoption, in accordance with the Council’s constitution.
6.
USE OF RESOURCES
6.1 Production of the SPD has been undertaken internally although the final design stage to ready the document for consultation was outsourced, cost being allocated to Development Services revenue budget.



Relevant Background Papers:


· The 1995 Local Plan for Kettering Borough: KBC, Adopted 30/01/1995.
· Building in Context: CABE, Published January 2002.
Contact Officer: Alan Davies
1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To inform Members of the consultation draft of the Kettering Borough Shopfront Design Guidance Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) and to seek Members agreement that it be released for public consultation.





7.	RECOMMENDATION





That Members agree to the draft Kettering Borough Shopfront Design Guidance SPD and consultation strategy.








