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2.
INFORMATION
2.1 The Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document (LDD), when adopted, will form part of the North Northamptonshire Local Development Framework. The document will cover the whole Borough with the exception of issues addressed in the Core Spatial Strategy and the Area Action Plans for Kettering Town Centre and Rothwell & Desborough Urban Extensions.
2.2 This document will allocate land for housing, employment, retail, leisure and community facilities. In addition to this it can contain policies relating to specific areas such as Rothwell, Desborough and Burton Latimer town centres and topics such as design, affordable housing and protection of the open countryside.
2.3 Members will recall that a consultation on Issues to be included in the document took place in March and April 2009 and the findings of this consultation were reported to this committee at its meeting on 1 September 2009.
2.4 Since this, Council officers have been working towards the preparation of options to address the issues identified. This work has covered a wide range of issues however, this report will focus on progress being made in terms of addressing rural issues.  There are two key areas of work for members to be made aware of in relation to this.
Rural Masterplanning

2.5 The first of these is the Rural Masterplanning project, this involves developing a spatial strategy, or masterplan, for the rural areas of the Borough, which will ultimately be fed into the Site Specific Proposals LDD. The project involves working with representatives from the Government’s Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment (CABE). The project aims to explore and draw out relevant issues to inform a clearer spatial understanding of rural areas, the roles, functions, relationships, needs, aspirations, and special character of settlements in order to develop a strategy for ensuring their sustainable future. A key focus of the work will be in identifying qualities of the built and natural environment and on capturing sense of place to ensure locally distinctive character is identified, preserved and enhanced. Funding for the Rural Masterplanning project arose from a successful bid to DEFRA, which secured £20,000’s worth of CABE’s expertise. 
2.6 An inception meeting has taken place between Council officers and CABE to start progressing this work and it is anticipated that the final outputs will be available in early November 2010. The project will include workshop sessions with Council officers as well as a rural event/workshop for key stakeholders. At this stage it is envisaged that the CABE project will focus on the settlements of Geddington, Broughton, Stoke Albany and Wilbarston as well as one of the Borough’s smaller settlements, with a view to developing a methodology, or tool kit, which can be applied to other settlements in the Borough, or more widely - as a key element of the CABE brief is to disseminate best practice.  These settlements have been selected in the first instance based upon their abilities to demonstrate a range of facilities you would expect to find within a Local Service Centre. 
2.7 The outputs of the CABE project will be an important part of the evidence base for developing policies and proposals for rural areas in the Site Specific Proposals LDD.
Rural Issues Evidence Gathering
2.8 The second area of work relates to how the Site Specific Proposals LDD will address the needs and aspirations of our rural settlements. This work is set against the context of the new Government’s emerging proposals for Localism and the move away from regional targets to a “bottom up” approach to development. To reflect this during the preparation of the Site Specific Proposal LDD officers are proposing to write to Parish Councils to offer to attend meetings. The purpose of these meetings will be firstly to explain the Site Specific Proposals LDD process and the emerging localism agenda and secondly to discuss residents’ aspirations for the future of their settlements. 
2.9 Issues to discuss will include the review of village boundaries and roles of their village, aspirations for additional growth, rural services, and additional needs, if any, of the village, for example employment or affordable housing. The meetings will serve as both a consultation exercise and as an evidence gathering process. The information obtained will then be used to inform the Site Specific Proposals LDD. It must be noted that the expectations of rural parishes and stakeholders must be managed in that the Site Specific Proposals LDD may not be able to deliver all of the aspirations and wants of rural areas, but must form a justified, robust, realistic, reasonable and sound planning document. However, engaging rural communities at the local level at this stage of the Plan formulation will ensure that the policies therein are as reflective as possible of rural issues, needs and aspirations. 
2.10 The two elements of work are closely related and there will be linkages made. As such the two areas will be progressed at the same time to ensure there is no unnecessary duplication of work or consultation. In this connection Council officers will work closely with colleagues from the Joint Planning Unit to make best use of information already gathered as part of the Core Spatial Strategy review / Place Making work and to ensure the Site Specific Proposals LDD dovetails with this project.
3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
3.1
The consultation proposed in section 2 above will inform the production of the Site Specific Proposals LDD Options Paper which will be consulted upon in February/ March 2011.
4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS
4.1 The Site Specific Proposals LDD will form part of the North Northamptonshire Local Development Framework. 

5.
USE OF RESOURCES
5.1
The consultation proposals contained in this report will be met within the existing Development Services Policy & Infrastructure budget.
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1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





	The purpose of this report is to update Members on progress made in the preparation of the Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document and for Members to approve the consultation strategy set out in this report.





6.	RECOMMENDATION





	That Members note the contents of this report and approve the consultation strategy set out in section two of this report. 








