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2.
INFORMATION
2.1
The Issues Paper provides a basis upon which local communities can participate in strategic plan making for the North Northamptonshire area.  Members may recall that at the meeting of this Committee on 24 March 2009, Members agreed a response to the scope of the Core Strategy Review.  The Joint Core Strategy (JCS) is now under review for several reasons including: the economic recession; consequent delays in providing infrastructure; the need to extend the time frame of the Plan to 2031; and the need to boost job creation so that growth can be balanced by employment.

2.2
The aim of the review is not to change the Plan wholesale, but it is recognised it needs to deal more with local needs and local ambitions for change.  There is more freedom to achieve this with the Government’s ambitions to abolish Regional Plans and their “top down” approach to housing targets.  The Joint Planning Unit (JPU) made a start on their review last year with technical work and focused discussion groups regarding rural areas and market towns.  Kettering Borough Council will be asked as part of this consultation to review its position regarding growth in the light of government incentives for housing and economic development.
2.3
The Plan provides a vision for the area, to guide the overall approach and priorities.  The key themes of the vision are:
· Self reliance – making sure choices are available in jobs, goods and services and the area becomes more prosperous

· Green living – creating an environment and way of life that is more resilient to the effects of global influences, such as climate change and the oil-based economy
· Strengthening the area’s special mixed urban and rural character – the towns and villages set in attractive countryside gives the area variety and increases the opportunities for self reliance and green living
2.4 The JPU has produced this Issues document ‘Have your say on how our places should be planned (January 2011)’.  The document contains a number of questions inviting local planning authorities, businesses and local residents to comment on the future shaping of the Joint Core Strategy (JCS).  Your officers have proposed answers to a series of questions set through the Issues document and attached to this report at Appendix 1.  The consultation closes 28th March 2011.  Members should be aware that this is an important consultation to be involved in as comments made will help shape future versions of the Plan.  Although, your officers will continue to be involved in the development of future iterations of the Plan for public consultation, Kettering Borough Council will be consulted.
2.5 Members may be aware that Officers and Members from Kettering Borough Council attended a number of place shaping events held over the last couple of years that have helped shape this document.  It is clear that many of the comments have already influenced the Core Strategy Review.  The document therefore now provides an important opportunity for residents, and those not able to attend those earlier “place shaping” events, to have their say.  In some instances the questions contained within the document appear to be better directed to local residents enabling them to comment directly on the place in which they live, rather than being directed towards the Borough Council with its wider role.  Officers have not provided a response in these instances.
2.6 A number of consultation events are to be held across North Northamptonshire during February/March 2011, to help people understand the Joint Core Strategy review process and to discuss issues of importance.  The events to be held in Kettering Borough are listed below.  An officer from Kettering Borough Council will be present at each of the events, Members are invited to attend or ‘drop-in’ to any of these events where possible if they wish.
	Wednesday 23rd February 
	The Newlands Centre, Kettering (by the glass lift)

	Tuesday 8th March 
	Desborough Indoor Bowls Club

	Wednesday 16th March 
	Rothwell Methodist Church 

	Thursday 17th March 
	Burton Latimer Community Centre 


2.7 A copy of the document is attached at Appendix 1, it can also be viewed following the attached link to the Joint Planning Unit website  http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/docs/Issues%20Paper%20web%20version.pdf  Members are asked to read the questions and suggested responses contained within Appendix 2.  Officers will add any additional comments agreed by Members, in consultation with the Chair of Planning Policy Committee.  Please note, 
2.8 The JPU is seeking to encourage comments from members of the public on the Plan by providing for views to be made using the place shaping website www.atyourplace.org or Facebook or Twitter or uploading your thoughts on to You Tube.  This as well as the more traditional methods of e-mail and post.
2.9 Your officers will continue to input into shaping the Joint Core Strategy Review, and Kettering Borough Council will continue to be consulted on its contents as it progresses towards adoption.  The remaining stages of the Joint Core Strategy are:

	Issues Consultation
	
	February/ March 2011

	Preferred Options Consultation
	
	July/ August 2011

	Proposed Submission Consultation
	
	Early 2012

	Submission to Secretary of State
	
	Spring 2012

	Examination
	
	Summer 2012

	Adoption
	
	Late 2012


2.10 At page 12 of the Issues Paper, a breakdown is provided indicating current population, employee numbers and homes throughout areas of North Northamptonshire.  Kettering Borough is split with Desborough & Rothwell and the surrounding villages making up one, and Kettering & Burton Latimer and the surrounding villages making up the other.  It should be noted that this is not meant to indicate that any allocations for growth should be distributed to those settlements.  The reason for breaking the Borough up in this way is simply to recognise and assess functional and locational links including public transport and travel to work.
2.11 The housing growth figures adopted through the Core Spatial Strategy remain a commitment, albeit as agreed by the “Statement of Intent” prepared by the Joint Planning Unit in response to the Government’s request to review housing requirements, delivery of these housing numbers should be stretched to 2026.  This approach will help in providing the Council a 5-year housing land supply, and is proposed to be embedded within the revised Core Strategy.
2.12 The Issues Paper suggests an option for growth which allocates Corby (18,000 dwellings) with the lion’s share of growth to 2031, followed by Kettering (10,600 dwellings), Wellingborough (6,000 dwellings) and East Northamptonshire (5,900 dwellings) – this growth would cover the period 2011- 2031.  This provides for a slow-down in growth requirements, but from an initial assessment is considered deliverable.  The purpose of the Paper is to understand local aspirations and opportunities.
3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
3.1
Kettering Borough Council is an integral partner of the Joint Planning Unit but also has a role as a consultee in the Joint Core Strategy Review.
4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS
4,1
The Joint Core Strategy will form a part of the North Northamptonshire Local Development Framework.  Kettering Borough Council’s emerging policies will need to be in general conformity with the adopted Joint Core Strategy.  Your officers will coordinate with officers of the Joint Planning Unit to ensure conformity and alignment between policy documents.  The Borough Council’s Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document is aligned to run 3 months behind the Core Strategy Review, an Options consultation is planned for the Summer.
5.
USE OF RESOURCES
5.1 There are no specific resource implications arising from this report.
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1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To note the contents of the Joint Core Strategy Review: Issues Paper and agree the response of Kettering Borough Council to the consultation.





6.	RECOMMENDATION





	That Members note the contents of this report and agree a response to the consultation as detailed in Appendix 2 of this report.








