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2.
INFORMATION
2.1 The Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document (LDD), when adopted, will form part of the North Northamptonshire Local Development Framework. The document will cover the whole Borough with the exception of issues addressed in the Core Spatial Strategy and the Area Action Plans for Kettering Town Centre and Rothwell & Desborough Urban Extensions.
2.2 This document will allocate land for housing, employment, retail, leisure and community facilities. In addition to this it can contain policies relating to specific areas such as Rothwell, Desborough and Burton Latimer town centres and topics such as design, affordable housing and protection of the open countryside.
2.3 Members may recall that a consultation on Issues to be included in the document took place in March and April 2009 and the findings of this consultation were reported to this committee at its meeting on 1 September 2009. Unfortunately there were a number of responses which were received by e-mail which were not included in the list of responses which were reported to committee. However, these responses have been taken into account when preparing the Options Paper and have now been added into the on-line consultation portal. A full list of responses to the Issues Paper accompanies this report and Members are asked to agree officer responses to these comments.
2.4 Since the Issues Paper responses were presented to Members, your officers have been working towards the preparation of options to address the issues identified. This work has included the preparation of a series of background papers which provide the evidence base and justification for options which will be identified in the Site Specific Proposals LDD Options consultation.
2.5 The aim of this report is to provide Members with the content of these background papers prior to preparation of the Options consultation document. Details of these background papers are summarised below and the background papers accompany this report as appendices 1 to 6.  
2.6 These background papers are not consultation or allocation documents in themselves and will merely provide the evidence for the creation of Options, which will be the subject of further public consultation in the next iteration of the Site Specific Proposals LDD.  The Joint Planning Unit is proposing to commence a public consultation in October/November, your officers will seek to prepare for a consultation to run alongside the Joint Core Strategy on the same theme.  These background papers will enable for the preparation for this consultation.
2.7 This report presents to Members a series of background papers, these papers will help shape the approach taken to preparing the Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document and influencing the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy.  The papers this report introduces include:
· Housing Allocations

· Town Centres and Town Centre Uses

· Defining Town centre Boundaries for Burton Latimer, Desborough and Rothwell

· Rural Masterplanning

· Settlement Boundaries

Housing Allocations Background Paper
2.8 This Paper provides an assessment of sites promoted for development in the Borough, the policy position for allocating housing within the Borough an indication of rural housing need.
2.9 The paper then sets out the methodology for assessing sites, this includes a detailed assessment sheet which has been used to assess all sites promoted for development in the Borough.
2.10 Finally the paper provides a summary of the assessment on a settlement by settlement basis and identifies sites which performed well when assessed against the assessment criteria. These summary assessments are then used to provide an indication of the number of dwellings which could be provided on the best sites.
2.11 The findings of this paper will be used to prepare options for housing allocations to meet the growth requirements in the Borough to 2031. These sites will be consulted on during the Options Paper consultation.
Background Paper: Town Centres and Town Centre Uses

2.12 This paper is split into three sections. The first section looks at options for allocations and policies to be applied to development in Burton Latimer, Desborough and Rothwell town centres. This section draws together a wide range of evidence which has been prepared in the town centre including Urban Design Frameworks, Town Centre Health Checks and Retail Assessments. The paper uses this evidence to propose a set of options for each town relating to opportunities for development, environmental enhancements and criteria to be applied to development proposals in the town centres.
2.13 The second section of the report addresses the Planning Policy Statement 4 (PPS4) requirement for a sequential assessment for main town centre uses outside existing centres and whether a more flexible local policy is required. The PPS4 requirement for sequential assessments sets no criteria or thresholds and as a consequence applies to very minor proposals. This paper therefore provides an evidence base for an option, setting local requirements for sequential assessments for proposals for main town centre uses located outside the town centre.  
2.14 The third section of the report addresses the PPS4 requirement for an impact assessment for main town centre uses outside of existing centres. This section assesses whether a local threshold policy is required and provides the evidence base for an option setting a local threshold policy for impact assessments for main town centre uses located outside the town centre.
Background Paper: Defining Town Centre Boundaries for Burton Latimer, Desborough and Rothwell

2.15 This paper provides the evidence base for defining town centre boundaries for Burton Latimer, Desborough and Rothwell. The boundaries are based on the Established Shopping Areas identified in the Local Plan (1995) and have been updated to take into account land use changes, consultation responses and opportunities to accommodate growth in town centre uses. Proposed new boundaries are included in Appendix 1 of the paper.

Rural Masterplanning

2.16 The Rural Masterplanning Project provides the evidence base for preparing detailed policies in the rural area. The project was prepared following a successful bid to the Rural Masterplanning fund which secured £20,000 worth of expertise from the Government’s Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment (CABE). The project involved CABE working with, advising and facilitating Council officers in developing a spatial strategy for the rural areas of the Borough.
2.17 The project takes a holistic look at each of the Borough’s village’s needs, aspirations, opportunities for improvement and their capacity for future development and, crucially, to ensure that any new development in villages respects and enhances the qualities of that village which makes it special.
2.18 The project explores and draws out relevant issues to inform a clearer spatial understanding of rural areas and the roles, functions, relationships, needs, aspirations, qualities of the built and natural environment, and special character of settlements in order to develop a strategy for ensuring their sustainable future. A key focus of the work has been identifying qualities of the built and natural environment and on capturing the sense of place to ensure locally distinctive character is identified, preserved and enhanced.
2.19 The outputs of the project include a set of Borough Wide development principles to be applied to development in rural areas, a set of Village Specific development principles to be applied to proposals for development in each village and opportunities for future development and opportunities for improvement in each village. These outputs will be used to inform options for policy development in the Site Specific Proposals LDD.
Settlement Boundaries

2.20 This paper provides the evidence base for setting out the approach to development in the countryside. The paper begins by addressing the issue of whether settlement boundaries should be drawn or whether a criteria based policy should be used. Based on responses to the Issues Paper consultation the paper concludes that settlement boundaries should be drawn. The paper then sets out a methodology for defining settlement boundary based on the principles for drawing settlement boundaries set out in the Issues Paper. These are amended to take into account consultation responses.
2.21 These principles are then applied to settlements in the Borough using the Local Plan boundaries as a basis and amending these to conform to the principles and to take account of any changes in land use. At this stage, the proposed boundaries do not include new allocations as these will need to be consulted on as allocations for new development through the Options Paper.
Other Background work

2.21
There are a number of other background papers, including an employment paper, which will accompany the Site Specific Proposals LDD Options consultation. These will be presented to Members alongside the Options Paper consultation document.
3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
The Site Specific Proposals LDD Options consultation is currently scheduled to take place in late October/ November alongside the Core Spatial Strategy review. The Options Paper is planned to be presented to this committee on 15th November 2011. The consultation will satisfy the requirements of The Town and Country Planning Regulation 25. It is proposed the consultation will run for six weeks and will include:

· Letter/ e-mail to consultees

· General press release informing of consultation 

· Information on the Council’s website

· Report to Kettering Town, A6 and Rural Forums

· Information packs for Parish Councils and schools

· Leaflets to be displayed in librarys, on the mobile library and at the Council offices

· Posters, for example to be displayed on village notice boards
· Events
4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS
4.1 The Site Specific Proposals LDD will form part of the North Northamptonshire Local Development Framework. 

5.
USE OF RESOURCES

The consultation proposals contained in this report will be met within the existing Development Services Policy & Infrastructure budget.
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Contact Officer: Julia Baish – Development Officer
1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To:-


Provide Members with information on a series of background papers which have been prepared to support the Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document (LDD) consultation on options 


Discuss consultation proposals for the Site Specific Proposals (LDD)


Make Members aware of additional responses to the Site Specific Proposals (LDD) Issues Paper consultation comments, and agree Officer comments








6.	RECOMMENDATION





	 It is recommended that Members:


Note the content of the background papers and to endorse these as a basis for preparing the Site Specific Proposals LDD options paper


Discuss consultation proposals set out in section 3 of this report


Note the additional responses to the Issues Paper consultation and agree the officer responses to this these comments








