	B O R O U G H   O F  K E T T E R I N G



	Committee
	PLANNING POLICY COMMITTEE
	Item 

6
	Page 1 of 4

	Report 

Originator


	Head of Development Services
	Fwd Plan Ref No:



	Wards Affected
	All Wards
	11 July 2012

	Title


	SITE SPECIFIC PROPOSALS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT DOCUMENT – GYPSY AND TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION OPTIONS CONSULTATION


	B O R O U G H   O F  K E T T E R I N G



	Committee
	PLANNING POLICY COMMITTEE

	Item 

6
	Page 4 of 4






2.
INFORMATION
2.1 Members will be aware of the need for the Council to identify suitable sites for Gypsy and Traveller accommodation to meet need set out in the North Northamptonshire Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment (GTAA) which was updated in November 2011. This update identified the following need for Gypsy and Traveller accommodation:
	
	2012-2017
	2017-2022

	Residential pitches
	3*
	10

	Transit pitches
	1
	0

	Travelling Showpeople Plots
	0
	0

	*This figure is the number required if the 7 pitches planned at The Pastures are built


2.2 Since the publication of the 2011 GTAA, full planning permission has been granted at Old Northampton Road, Broughton for 3 Gypsy pitches (planning permission KET/2011/0363).  Two of these pitches were not included in the 2011 GTAA, thus will contribute to the Authority’s provision of pitches within the Borough and reduce the identified need to 1 additional pitch up to 2017.
2.3 The 7 pitches planned at The Pastures have not yet been delivered; negotiations on this site are on-going. In addition to the 7 pitches planned at The Pastures; land at Stoke Albany Road, Desborough has planning permission for 10 pitches under planning permission KET/2009/0155 (Change of use from paddocks to traveller site.  Erection of community building, utility facilities and vehicular access).  The conditions for this development have been discharged but building out of the site is currently not being progressed. Given the lack of clarity over deliverability this planning permission was not taken into account in the 2011 GTAA update. 
2.4 A map showing existing Gypsy and Traveller sites in Kettering Borough is attached at appendix 4.
2.5 Members will be aware that a public consultation on the Site Specific Proposals LDD: Options Paper took place from 12 March 2012 to 21 May 2012. The document included a section on Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation which provided four options for identifying sites to meet Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation needs. These four options are set out below:
1. To identify additional pitches on existing sites or in close proximity to existing sites. This would provide an intensification of existing provision.

2. To provide new sites away from existing ones. This would provide a more dispersed provision.

3. To identify the ideal site or sites using a search criteria. This would allow the identification of the most sustainable sites.

4. A combination of the options above.
2.6 A summary of the consultation responses are set out in appendix 1 and a full list of responses are provided in appendix 3. In terms of the options identified:

· Option 1 was the least favoured option however there was still a number of respondents who though this option should be progressed particularly the element which involved additional pitches on existing sites.  
· Option 2 of dispersing provision was the most popular option.
· Option 3 also had a number of positive responses, the main concern with this option was that the criteria had not been set out.
· Option 4 had a number of positive responses but also a reasonable number of negative responses with concern over the clarity this option would provide.
2.7 Based on the consultation responses, it is recommended that a combination of options 2 and 3 is the most appropriate method for identifying new sites. This would allow the sustainability of sites to be an important consideration while reflecting respondents’ desire for a more dispersed provision of sites. In addition to this, an assessment will be completed to identify whether there is any additional capacity on existing sites, provided this does not take sites above the GTAA preferred site size of 15 pitches.
2.8 These options now need to be used to identify potential sites for Gypsy and Traveller accommodation. Officers are proposing to use the following methods to identify potential sites:
· An assessment of publicly owned land

· An assessment of privately owned land for sale
· An assessment of brownfield land

The search will focus on sites which are:

· Within 2000m of a primary school (One of the key reasons for Gypsies and Travellers seeking permanent sites is to enable regular schooling for their children); and

· Within 2000m of a local shop
2.9 In addition to those sites identified through the search for potential sites, the assessment of sites will also include existing sites with temporary planning permission and unauthorised sites.
2.10 The Options consultation also sought peoples’ views on the criteria used to assess sites. A summary of the comments made is provided at appendix 1. These comments have been used to update the assessment sheet contained in the ‘Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation background paper’. An updated copy of this paper is provided at appendix 2.
2.11 This assessment sheet will be used to assess all potential sites identified and will inform a consultation paper which will identify preferred sites for allocation.
3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT

3.1
The approach set out in this report to identifying and assessing sites for Gypsy and Traveller accommodation has been informed by the consultation on the Site Specific Proposals LDD: Options Paper.
3.2
A further consultation on sites to be identified for Gypsy and Traveller accommodation will take place following the site identification and assessment work. A consultation paper will be presented to Members in September 2012 seeking Members approval for a six week public consultation.

4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS

The Site Specific Proposals LDD, when adopted, will form part of the North Northamptonshire Local Development Framework.
5.
USE OF RESOURCES

The consultation proposals contained in this report will be met within the existing Development Services Policy & Infrastructure budget.
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1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To present Members with the consultation responses received on the Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document (LDD) on Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation and to agree a methodology for identifying and assessing potential sites for Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation.





6.	RECOMMENDATION





	Members note the responses received during the Options consultation and endorse the officers responses to these and the methodology for identifying sites.











