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2. INFORMATION

2.1 The 2003 Act requires a licensing authority to prepare and publish a statement of its licensing policy every three years. 

2.2 The second three year period is coming to an end and it is now necessary to have in place a reviewed policy from 7 January 2011. The licensing authority is required to consult with the following persons listed in the 2003 Act:

(a) the chief officer of police for the area; 

(b) the fire authority for the area; 

(c) persons/bodies representative of local holders of premises licences;

(d) persons/bodies representative of local holders of club premises certificates; 

(e) persons/bodies representative of local holders of personal licences; and 

(f) persons/bodies representative of businesses and residents in its area.

2.3 The statement of licensing policy describes in general terms how the local authority will deal with licensing matters under the Licensing Act 2003 within its area and is based on the current guidance supporting the legislation.

2.4 Kettering Borough Council’s Licensing Policy has been produced in partnership with Corby Borough Council, Daventry District Council, East Northamptonshire Council, Northampton Borough Council and South Northamptonshire Council with assistance from Northamptonshire Police and Northamptonshire Fire and Rescue, following consultation as above. This ensures a consistency of advice to businesses across the County and supports the function of the Central Administration Unit.

2.5 The Statement of Licensing Policy before Council (attached as Appendix 1) takes account of all relevant responses made during the consultation period. A number of responses related to issues contrary to the legislation and guidance or were not relevant to the purpose of the Policy and so could not be included. The main changes relate to changes introduced in new guidance this year. A summary of responses is included. (Appendix 2)
2.6 The policy document has been presented to the relevant portfolio holders of the Local Authorities concerned.

3. CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT

3.1 As stated at 2.2, the Authority is legally required to consult with the parties identified.  The document has also been available on the Authority’s website during the consultation period and copies were available to any person requesting one.

3.2 The policy document provides an overview of the Authority’s approach to the licensing process and helps to manage the expectations of all parties involved in that process. 
4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS

4.1 The statement of policy will provide guidance for the decision making process and will integrate with other relevant polices and strategies within the Authority. 

4.2 Licensing is an integral part of the Authority’s crime and disorder strategy and the Authority is required to consider crime and disorder matters in all licensing decisions. 

5. FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

5.1 None.
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To seek the Council’s adoption of the Authority’s Statement of Licensing Policy as required by Licensing Act 2003.


	





6.	RECOMMENDATION





	that the Statement of Licensing Policy for Regulated Entertainment, Late Night Refreshment and the Sale of Alcohol: January 2011 to January 2014, be adopted.









