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2. INFORMATION
2.1
Standards for England have been notified that The New Code of Conduct for Members will not be laid before parliament during this Parliamentary Session.  Communities and Local Government have indicated that the Government is concentrating on other matters and so there will be no Parliamentary time available for the Code.  In practice this means that the new Code will not now be laid before Parliament until after the general election.
2.2
Following the resignation of Councillor Heather Shuttleworth, the recruitment process for a new Parish Member representing parish councils in the Borough will shortly begin.  In January 2006 the Standards Committee issued a comprehensive guide to Kettering Borough Council's Ethical Framework which was circulated to all members after the local elections in 2007.  This booklet is now well out of date and requires comprehensive amendment, which will need to take into account the new Code when it is published.
2.3
'Avoiding the Pitfalls' is not intended to replace the above publication, but will give an indication to councillors of where to find relevant information on various ethical framework issues.  It will be especially useful to send out to parish councillors who may be interested in putting themselves forward for nomination to the Standards Committee to fill the vacancy.


A draft copy of the pocket guide is enclosed as a separate document.

3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT

None
4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS


None.
5.
FINANCIAL RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

None
6.
HUMAN RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

None
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PURPOSE OF REPORT





To seek approval for a pocket guide to Kettering Borough Council's Ethical Framework 'Avoiding the Pitfalls'.





RECOMMENDATION





	That the Standards Committee considers the draft booklet 'Avoiding the Pitfalls' and approves it, with any amendments, for publication. 











