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1. PURPOSE & DETAILS

1.1 In accordance with the Council Constitution, the Council’s Scrutiny Committee should consider the draft budget proposals of the Executive and submit any comments back to the Executive for consideration at the meeting of the Executive on 17th February 2010.

1.2 Members of the Committee are encouraged to use this opportunity to concentrate its debate upon the Council’s medium term financial forecasts and submit any comments to the Executive about the adequacy of the 2010/11 draft budget proposals in this context. 

1.3 A copy of the Executive budget report from its meeting of 13th January 2010 has already been circulated to all Members. Members are requested to bring copies of the Executive report with them to this meeting.
1.4 Members are requested to perform the scrutiny role on the draft budget figures for each of the council’s main accounts (ie, General Fund, Capital Programme, and Housing Revenue Account) and submit comments back to the Executive for further consideration. When considering the draft budget, members will need to ensure that they have a general understanding of the main budget drivers, the services that comprise the budget, and the process that has been followed when putting the budget together. Any comments that the Committee has on any of these issues should be communicated back to the Executive for consideration.

1.5 To assist the scrutiny process, the following are some of the key budget drivers that Members may wish to discuss:

a. Government Grant Settlement

b. Concessionary Fares

c. Waste Collection / Recycling

d. Homelessness

e. Car Parking Charges

f. Building Control Fees

g. Housing and Planning Delivery Grant (HPDG)

h. Investment Income

i. Borrowing Costs

j. Planning Fee Income

k. Search Fees

l. Ministerial lobbying

m. Efficiency Savings

n. The Capital Programme (and associated levels of financing costs)

o. Medium Term Business Risks

p. Earmarked Reserves

\T

2. 
RECOMMENDATION

That the Committee consider the initial budget proposals of the Executive and submit any comments back to the Executive for consideration at the Executive meeting of 17th February 2010.

