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2.
INFORMATION
2.1
Kettering Partnership held its first Annual Conference on 2nd October 2009 to highlight its achievements as well as indentifying areas of opportunity for future focus.  The conference was based on the success of the Credit Crunch summit held in late 2008.  Over 50 delegates from across all sectors supported the event and helped to begin to refresh the Sustainable Community Strategy.  The event heard from a number of key speakers (presentations can be found on the Council's website at  http://www.kettering.gov.uk/downloads/Presentation2.pdf  including those from Connexions and Northamptonshire Enterprise Limited.
2.2
Exhibition opportunities were available and were taken up by a number of Partners, including a stall from Country Fayres who showcased their locally made produce and gifts.
2.3
Kettering Partnership’s Sustainable Community Strategy runs until March 2011 and consultation on, and development of, the future priorities will begin later this year at the second Annual Conference.
3.
THE WORKSHOPS
3.1
Delegates were also encouraged to attend two workshops based on the Themes of the SCS and were asked to consider:

Whether the SCS’s actions are still current

What has been delivered

What may be missing

What should/could be dropped

What else could be included

Which partners/stakeholders need to be involved

What work is taking place but isn’t included

The workshops also asked delegates to identify the top two ideas.  These are included below while the complete workshop notes can be found at 
http://www.kettering.gov.uk/site/scripts/download_info.php?downloadID=2042
3.2
Growth and Regeneration

The two main topics identified in this workshop was Transport (including rail) and access to quality services.  It was felt that the timing of public transport needs to be looked into, especially with early services used by workers.  The quality of services, with East Kettering used as the example, is vital to ensure sustainable, cohesive communities.  Consideration of the likely demand of the proposed infrastructure is also important.
3.3
Town Centres

This workshop considered ensuring that new developments have a programme to develop their use and footfall once built to ensure sustainability to be important, especially with the Suite 16 projects in Kettering Town Centre.  The group also expressed the need to treat Rothwell, Desborough and Burton Latimer Town Centres as well as Kettering as a single unit as the issues facing them are all the same despite their differing locations.
3.4
Community Safety

Delegates in this workshop considered a number of issues facing the CDRP including alcohol related violence, domestic abuse, anti social behaviour and repeat burglary victims.  There were also a number of ideas suggested to address these including securing funding from the Health & Wellbeing Board for Pubwatch, co-ordinated approach to media campaigns and positive marketing of the Night Time Economy and encouraging Neighbourhood Watch into the areas of repeat burglary.
3.5
Neighbourhoods and Community

The two main topics raised by this group were enhancing the Building Communities project and rebranding Kleen Sweep so its focus is also to include the residents of the areas were the environmental improvements take place.  Other ideas that emerged included volunteering opportunities and links to Neighbourhood Watch and working with local churches and other religious groups to help achieve relevant National Indicators.

There is an opportunity for the Neighbourhoods and Communities (NC) Panel to lead on and develop Actions which emerged from a number of the workshops.  The relevant Action Plans along with the delivery mechanisms will be considered by the NC Panel to continue progress against the targets.

3.6
Environment

This workshop's first main topic was that the carbon reduction targets are currently too focused on waste and should be more focused on sustainability.  It also suggested that the targets around carbon reduction and fuel poverty could be combined.  The group also suggested using the Council’s Voice magazine to have an article/two page spread on greening your home.

The second topic was a greater focus on biodiversity and the need to build this into all sections of the Community Strategy such as community cohesion (through involvement of the community in developing green spaces) as well health benefits.

Officers have been looking at developing the SCS’s Environment Action Plan to reflect the workshop’s suggestions.
3.7
Health and Wellbeing

Delegates in this workshop identified better use of the Extended Schools.  This could include encouraging the schools to open their doors for partners to access them outside of the school day and provide services linked to local priorities.

Workplace health was highlighted as the second topic for this workshop.  It was felt that extending existing schemes (such as those hosted by KBC) into other partners’ organisations as well as the wider business community would be beneficial.  An early focus could be on stress related health issues.
3.8
Skills, Education and Employment

Barriers to employment and education was identified as a main topic by delegates in this workshop.  They also felt that consideration should be given to cross-overs between different themes by cross-referencing with other groups and areas and looking at how agencies could work together more effectively in the delivery and development of skills.  The workshop also considered that skills for life should include softer skills, such as money management, social skills and health awareness and affordable re-training for the newly unemployed should be offered to help get people back into work.

Further details of the notes from the workshops can be found on the Council's website at  http://www.kettering.gov.uk/site/scripts/download_info.php?downloadID=2042
4.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
The refresh of the Sustainable Community Strategy for Kettering Borough will be subject to extensive public consultation.  The current SCS runs until March 2011.
5.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS

Local Authorities have a duty to produce a Sustainable Community Strategy.  
6.
USE OF RESOURCES

Kettering Borough Council provides officer and administration support to the LSP and its Panels.  The Panels are supported by colleagues from LSP organisations.
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1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





To inform Members of the success of the First Annual Conference, consider the ideas raised in the workshops and set a date for the second Annual Conference





	





6.	RECOMMENDATION





That the he LSP Executive Board:





Note the ideas and suggestions from the workshops and identify any areas raised to be a focus for the Sustainable Community Strategy





ask Officers to develop the refreshed SCS based on the contents of this report.





Ask the Neighbourhoods and Communities Panel to develop an Action Plan for delivery against the aims of the SCS.





set a date for the next Annual Conference











