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	1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

1. To inform Members of the updated Historically and Visually Important Open Space Background Paper and endorse it for consultation; and
2. To agree a draft policy for consultation alongside the Background Paper. 



2.
INTRODUCTION
2.1 Members may recall that at the Planning Policy Committee on 31st July 2014, Members endorsed the inclusion of a number of sites within the Historically and Visually Important Open Space Background Paper (July 2014), and that these sites be progressed as Historically and Visually Important Open Space (HVI) allocations.
2.2 The methodology for identifying HVI was set out in the above mentioned HVI paper presented to this Committee on 31 July 2014. This background paper has been updated and is attached at Appendix 1.  This paper (along with an earlier draft dated February 2012) is one of a series of technical reports which have been prepared to help shape the Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document (SSP LDD). 
2.3 This paper was prepared after a gap was identified in protecting areas of open space of particular value.  These are spaces which are important, not necessarily because of their accessibility, but because of the role they play in providing the setting, form or character of a settlement. These spaces are considered to be either historically or visually important. Sites were identified through the following sources:
· A desk-top study

· A review of previously allocated Environmentally Important Open Space (policy 94 of the Local Plan for Kettering Borough)

· A review of Conservation Area Appraisals and Reviews

· Rural Masterplanning Report
· A mail-out to all Town and Parish Councils
· Site visits
· Responses to the SSP LDD Options Paper consultation
2.4 In order to inform the identification of HVI open space, specialist expertise was provided by the River Nene Regional Park (RNRP) and a historic buildings and landscape consultancy. The Northamptonshire County Council Archaeology Unit also provided comments on a number of sites.
3. Draft list of HVI sites

3.1
At the meetings of this Committee on 4 and 13 September 2012, responses to the SSP LLD Options Paper consultation were reported, along with a set of next steps. The recommendation in relation to HVI open space was that the designation of HVI open space be progressed in the Pre-submission plan, but that the process for identifying sites was reviewed in light of the publication of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), in particular paragraphs 76 and 77.  These paragraphs allow the designation of Local Green Space to protect green areas of particular importance, and set criteria for when the designation should be used.  In addition to comments on the general principle of designating sites, comments were received supporting or objecting to HVI open space identified in the Options Paper, and additional sites were also suggested. 
3.2 The Background Paper attached at Appendix 1 provides a summary of the historical and visual assessments, and assesses the sites against the criteria set out in paragraph 77 of the NPPF. The background paper provides a recommendation for each site considered, in terms of its suitability for allocation as HVI open space. 
3.3 The assessment included 62 sites.  It was subsequently agreed at the meeting of this Committee on 31 July 2014, that 44 of these should be designated as HVI open space allocations, as set out in the following table.  It should be noted that two additional sites which had been previously discounted at Cranford (HVI 014) and Geddington (HVI 079) were added as the Committee considered they were of appropriate value. These sites are therefore included in the table below and the background paper has been amended accordingly. 
Table 1:

	Location
	Site Reference

	Kettering and Barton Seagrave
	HVI053 and HVI071

	Kettering and Barton Seagrave
	HVI068

	Burton Latimer
	HVI056

	Burton Latimer
	HVI057

	Burton Latimer
	HVI058

	Desborough
	HVI069

	Rothwell
	HVI054

	Ashley
	HVI001

	Ashley
	HVI002

	Ashley
	HVI081

	Braybrooke
	HVI006 & 007

	Broughton
	HVI011

	Broughton
	HVI012

	Cranford
	HVI013

	Cranford
	HVI014

	Cranford
	HVI015

	Cranford
	HVI080

	Geddington
	HVI079

	Geddington
	HVI016

	Grafton Underwood
	HVI017

	Grafton Underwood
	HVI018

	Harrington
	HVI020

	Harrington
	HVI021

	Little Oakley
	HVI022

	Little Oakley
	HVI023 & 026

	Little Oakley
	HVI024

	Little Oakley
	HVI025

	Loddington
	HVI027

	Loddington
	HVI028

	Loddington
	HVI054A

	Pytchley
	HVI033

	Rushton
	HVI067

	Rushton
	HVI070

	Stoke Albany
	HVI040

	Sutton Bassett
	HVI042

	Warkton
	HVI043

	Warkton
	HVI044

	Weekley
	HVI045

	Weekley
	HVI046

	Weekley
	HVI047

	Weston by Welland
	HVI048


3.4 Maps showing the locations of these sites are also contained in the Background Paper. 
3.5 The agreed sites will be included in the draft SSP LDD, which will be subject to a full public consultation alongside other policies proposed in the Plan.  However, it is considered prudent, prior to this exercise, to undertake early consultation with interested parties, such as the landowners of these sites, and Parish and Town Councils. 
4. Draft Policy - Historically and Visually Important Open Spaces 
4.1 It is proposed that the following draft policy be included in the Draft or Pre-Submission SSP LDD to provide the context for the HVI Open Space designation and protection, and that this forms a part of the early consultation, giving a context to the designation.
“The following sites, as defined on the Proposals Map are designated as Historically and Visually Important Open Spaces.  These open spaces will be preserved, and proposals for development which would conflict with the purposes of designating the land will not be permitted, other than in very exceptional circumstances which outweigh the harm to the open space”.  
4.2
Members are asked to endorse the above draft policy.  The opportunity to revise this policy will be provided following consultation, and alongside deliberations with regards other draft policies of the Plan.
5. CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
5.1 The draft list of HVI sites and corresponding HVI policy, both contained in the background paper, will be published for public consultation for six weeks (dates to be confirmed).  Landowners (where known) and Town & Parish Councils will be specifically consulted.  Following receipt of comments the list of sites and draft policy will be reviewed, and where appropriate updated to address comments made. The document will then be reported back to this Committee for Members to determine.  Further public consultation will then take place on the Full Plan, or Pre-Submission Plan, in line with the timetable set out in Item 1 of this agenda.
6 POLICY IMPLICATIONS

6.1
The HVI open space allocations will form part of the Kettering Borough SSP LDD.  When adopted, the SSP LDD will form part of the Development Plan for North Northamptonshire.
7. USE OF RESOURCES
7.1 
The consultation proposals contained in this report will be met within the existing Development Services Planning Policy budget.
	8. RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that Members note the contents of the updated Historically and Visually Important Open Space Background Paper (September 2015) and accompanying draft policy and endorse the documentation for public consultation.




Appendix 1: Historically and Visually Important Open Space (HVI) Background Paper (September 2015)
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Date:
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Title of Document:
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