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	1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

        To remind Members of the progress being made in preparing the Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document, and to agree a projected programme for taking the document forward to adoption. 


2.
INFORMATION
2.1 The Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document (SSP LDD), when adopted, will form part of the statutory North Northamptonshire Development Plan.  The Development Plan, as it relates to Kettering Borough, will then consist of the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy; the Site Specific Proposals LDD; the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan; as well as any ‘made’ (adopted) Neighbourhood Plans.  The SSP LDD will cover the whole of the Borough, with the exception of strategic issues addressed through the Joint Core Strategy and policies relating to the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan.
2.2 The SSP LDD will include the identification of sites for housing, employment, gypsy and traveller accommodation, recreation and other land uses.  In addition, it will contain policies relating to specific areas such as Rothwell, Desborough and Burton Latimer town centres.  The Plan may also contain policies relating to topics of design, affordable housing and protection of the open countryside.  The potential format and range of policy issues to be covered are outlined later within this report.
2.3 Members may recall that at the meeting of this Committee on 28 January 2015, a set of timescales for the preparation of the SSP LDD were agreed.  At that time, the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (JCS) was the subject of a Pre-Submission consultation, Submission to the Secretary of State was expected in Spring.  The Joint Planning Committee subsequently resolved to delay its submission in favour of preparing a set of Focused Changes, and consulting upon those changes.  This was undertaken during June to July, before the JCS was submitted to the Secretary of State on 31 July 2015.
2.4 The subsequent timescales to progress the JCS to adoption are provided below: 

	Remaining Projected Timetable for Joint Core Strategy



	Date
	Stage and tasks

	September 2015
	Prepare Statements for Examination.


	Week of 17 and 24 November 2015
	Examination sitting days – week of 1 December reserved for over-run


	January 2016
	Receipt of Inspectors Report and Finalising Plan


	February 2016
	Adoption of JCS by the Joint Planning Committee




2.5 The delay in submitting the JCS has a resultant knock-on effect on the timetable for preparing the SSP LDD.  A revised timetable and work programme will be provided later in this report.
2.6 Members should be aware that a series of papers have previously been reported to the Planning Policy Committee including the development of different options to be covered by the SSP LDD.  These were all based on the emerging evidence base and the results of early engagement with the public and other stakeholders on these matters.
2.7 The JCS and SSP LDD both commenced preparation under the older ‘Local Development Framework’ (LDF) system, which was introduced through the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. However, more recently the Government has introduced a change in terminology from LDF to Local Plan and the introduction of a new system of Neighbourhood Planning.  To reduce confusion caused by the new terminology, the JCS is now referred to as the JCS Part 1 Local Plan.  As a result, and to maintain a consistency, it is therefore proposed that the SSP LDD be referred to as the SSP LDD Part 2 Local Plan.
2.8 The work programme for preparing the key stages of the SSP LDD is set out below:

	Projected Timetable for Key Stages of the SSP LDD


	Date
	Stage and tasks

	September 2015
	· Agree programme
· Historically & Visually Important Open Space

· Settlement Boundary Review Background Paper


	November 2015
	· Housing and employment land allocations for urban areas
· Housing and employment land allocations for rural areas

· Open Space standards

· Other Location of Development policies, including Gypsy and Traveller accommodation

	November – December 2015
	· Natural environment and heritage policies

· Housing and employment policies

· Town centre and community facilities 

· Tourism and leisure

· Other policy topics

· Monitoring and review

	January - February 2016
	· Consultation on Draft SSP LDD


	March – April 2016
	· Consider consultation responses and draft Pre-submission SSP LDD

	June – July 2016
	· Pre-submission consultation

	September 2016
	· Submission to Secretary of State

	December 2016 (anticipated)
	· Examination Hearings

	March 2017

(anticipated)
	· Inspector’s Report

	April 2017
(anticipated)
	· Adoption


2.9 This timetable makes an allowance for the likely dates for completing the JCS, and ensuring that the SSP LDD is not progressed without an understanding over its conformity with the policies of the JCS.

2.10 It is considered worthwhile providing an indication of the format and topic areas to be covered by the SSP LDD:
Introduction – spatial portrait, vision and objectives
Location of Development – scale, gypsy and traveller accommodation, reuse and development of rural buildings, HGV parking facilities

Housing – affordable housing, housing mix, housing density

Employment – safeguarding land, new allocations, live/work units

Town Centres and Community Facilities – town centre boundaries, retail allocations, other town centre uses, protecting community facilities

Natural Environment and Heritage – flood risk and sustainable water management, green infrastructure, biodiversity, historically and visually important open space allotments, and locally listed buildings
Tourism and Leisure – including recreation
Urban Settlement Sections – Burton Latimer, Desborough, Kettering and Barton Seagrave, and Rothwell

Rural Area Sections – rural strategy, and each village settlement
Monitoring and Review Section – framework through which the delivery of the Plan will be checked
3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
3.1
The draft SSP LDD will be subject to public consultation in due course.  Prior to this, Members will be asked to agree evidence, the contents of the plan and the approach taken with respect to consultation.
4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS
4.1 The SSP LDD will form part of the North Northamptonshire Development Plan and will guide the provision of sustainable growth in Kettering Borough.

5.
USE OF RESOURCES
5.1
The preparation of the SSP LDD contained in this report will be met within the existing Development Services Planning Policy budget.
	6.
RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that Members note the content of this report and agree the projected programme provided at paragraph 2.8.
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