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	1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

To update Members of the Forum with regards to the progress being made on the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy review and Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document, which are both being prepared.


2.
BACKGROUND

2.1 Members will recall a series of papers which have previously been reported to the Forum on the preparation of both the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy and Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document.  This report provides a further update.
2.2 The Joint Core Strategy (JCS) is the strategic plan for Corby, East Northamptonshire, Kettering and Wellingborough. The current plan (adopted in 2008) is being reviewed to take account of progress and to extend the plan period up to 2031. A draft JCS review plan has been published for public consultation and will be submitted to the Secretary of State in the spring for formal examination. Further details are provided in Section 3.  
2.3 The Kettering Borough Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document (LDD), when adopted, will form part of the statutory North Northamptonshire Development Plan. This document will provide local planning policies for the Borough for the same plan period i.e. 2031, with the exception of issues addressed in the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan or any future Neighbourhood Plans.  The LDD needs to be in general conformity with the strategic policies contained within the Joint Core Strategy.  Further details are provided in Section 4.
3. NORTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE JOINT CORE STRATEGY REVIEW
3.1 The JCS review provides the strategic policy framework for North Northamptonshire and most importantly will set out the revised housing and employment development targets.  
3.2 The review has also responded to the Government’s reforms to the planning system, including the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and the revocation of Regional Plans. These have given greater scope for the JCS to respond to local needs and aspirations, although it must still be based on sound evidence and meet objectively assessed development needs and infrastructure requirements.  Upon its adoption the JCS review will supersede the 2008 version in its entirety.
3.3 A pre-submission draft version of the JCS has been published for public consultation for a six-week period from 26th January to 9th March 2015. The draft plan and a number of supporting documents are available to view at: 
http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/consultations/detail.asp?id=16
3.4 The spatial strategy defines the role that urban areas and rural areas will play in building a more sustainable, self reliant North Northamptonshire. In summary, infrastructure investment and the distribution of new homes, jobs, shops and other types of development will contribute to creating a well-connected network of settlements that together meet most of the needs of residents in North Northamptonshire.  Aspects of the strategy which are directly relevant to Kettering Borough, are set out as follows. 
3.5 The strategy includes policies to ensure co-ordinated regeneration and growth in jobs, housing, leisure, retail and services at the four Growth Towns, including at Kettering.  The north part of North Northamptonshire is planned to deliver the bulk of new homes and jobs, with a strong focus on the Growth Towns of Corby and Kettering, where growth in population will be supported by expanded town centres and facilities to provide a counter-point to Northampton and other larger centres.  
3.6 Accordingly, a number of Sustainable Urban Extensions (SUEs) for large mixed-use developments are proposed in North Northamptonshire where there is an opportunity to create well planned and managed new neighbourhoods that integrate physically and socially with the existing towns. The SUEs would each provide for between 2,500 and 5,500 dwellings together with employment and supporting infrastructure and services. Two SUEs at Kettering are identified - Kettering North and Kettering South (A14 Junction 9).
3.7 In terms of North Northamptonshire’s market towns (including Desborough, Rothwell and Burton Latimer), the scale of development is envisaged as being related to existing commitments, infrastructure capacity, regeneration needs and local character of these towns; allowing them to provide a strong service role for their local community and wider rural hinterland. Growth pressures will be directed to the adjoining Growth Towns. 
3.8 The urban focused approach to growth is continued with the distribution of housing between villages.  The strategy envisages the role of villages as focal points for community infrastructure and development to meet locally identified needs, where these cannot be met more sustainably at nearby larger settlements.  
4. SITE SPECIFIC PROPOSALS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT DOCUMENT
4.1
As outlined in Section 2.3, the Site Specific Proposals LDD will include the identification of sites for housing, employment, gypsy and traveller accommodation, recreation and other land uses.  In addition, it will contain policies relating to specific areas such as Rothwell, Desborough and Burton Latimer town centres.  The plan may also contain policies relating to topics of design, affordable housing and the protection of the open countryside.

4.2
A timetable for the preparation of the remaining stages of the LDD is set out below. The timescales take account of the likely dates for completing the JCS review, ensuring the LDD will be in conformity with this document. 

· January to June 2015 - Prepare draft plan

· Late Summer 2015 - Publication and consultation on draft plan

· Winter 2015/16 - Submission of draft plan to Secretary of State
· Winter 2015/16 to Spring 2016 – Public examination of draft plan takes place
· Summer 2016 - Expected receipt of Planning Inspector’s report and finalising of plan 

· September 2016 – Expected adoption of plan by Kettering Borough Council

	5.      RECOMMENDATION

That Members note the updates on progress of both the Joint Core Strategy review and Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document which are currently under preparation.



Contact Officer:  Carry Murphy – Development Team Leader (Planning Policy)
