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2. INFORMATION
2.1. The Local Authorities (Standing Orders) (England) (Amendments) Regulations 2014 (The Regulations) came into force on 25th February 2014. The Regulations make it mandatory for Councils to amend their Procedure Rules, as soon as reasonably practicable after the coming into force of the Regulations,  to incorporate a provision for the votes at  budget meetings to be recorded.  

2.2. A budget decision meeting is defined in the Regulations and will include those matters considered as part of the budget process including the Council Tax Base, the Council Tax resolution, the General Fund and any calculation or making of a precept.
2.3. It is proposed that the Paragraph 19.4 of the Council Procedure Rules (Recorded Vote) be amended to include the following provision:

“A recorded vote shall be taken at any budget decision making meeting of the Council, as defined by The Local Authorities (Standing Orders) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2014, including any amendments to the motion, and there shall be recorded in the minutes the names of the persons who cast a vote for the decision or against the decision or who abstained from voting.”
2.4. The rule will apply to Full Council, the Executive and any other committees where a decision on the budget is made, and will include any amendments proposed to the motion.

2.5. The Executive will recall that the provisions were applied voluntarily when the budget was set at the Council meeting on 26th February 2014.  To assist members it is proposed that any reports which require a recorded vote will be identified on the agenda.

3. CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT

Not applicable

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS

None

5. FINANCIAL RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

None 
6. HUMAN RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS


None
7. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

The amendment is a statutory requirement as set out in the report.
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PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To advise the Executive on the Local Authorities (Standing Orders) (England) (Amendments) Regulations 2014 and the amendments required to the Constitution to implement the Regulations. 





RECOMMENDATION





	That the Executive agrees and recommends to Council;





	That paragraph 19.4 of the Council Procedure Rules be amended to include the following provision:





	“A recorded vote shall be taken at any budget decision making meeting of the Council, as defined by The Local Authorities (Standing Orders) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2014, including any amendments to the motion, and there shall be recorded in the minutes the names of the persons who cast a vote for the decision or against the decision or who abstained from voting.”















